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Grectinzgs Gentlebods. Since last
issue, Val and I have becn coerced into taking our Bronze Medal oxamination
for Latin Anerican dancing (Rhunmba,Cha-Cha, Sanba) and wonder of wonders we
both passcd...sooner or later we'll be getting a penny on a string or sumiat,

Then azain, last issue I nmentioned heping to have sold an article
to Movie Maker.,.it duly appeared in the 4pril issue, couplete with drawings
and photo of ny lcvely bonce. WNaturally, fired with success, I have set to
work and produced another piece which I hopce they will buy..at the tinc of
writing, it has been with then a nonth, sc¢ I have hopes.

Have you ever wondered why zons put those nasty bars round sone
of thosc awfully docile and pettable animals they have in their cages ?
Wonder no nore, GRG's roving reporter has investigated for you. The other
day, we visited Riber Fauna Rescrve (Pjcase don't call it a 200(They ask))
whichh turned out to be a pretty tatty placec. However, they did have a
couple of animated hearth rups (Big bear and nediun-sized bear)(Little bear
was off noshing on Goldilocks). I duly wound up the camera, bunged the lens
through the nesh and filned nediun-sized bear as it ambled slowly towards
ne,.it looked just like a big stupid sheepdog, and very, very strokablcee
Nevertheless, discretion being the better part of valour (even at peace
derionstrations) I panned/dollicd or what have you, back from the nesh as
the Msb drew nearcer...which was a good job, as it nmad. a lightning like
swipe at wherce the calgme had just been and followed it up with a flashing
pair of jaws. I'vc never secn anything move s¢ fast from such a deceptively
slow starte...sc be warncd. D¢ not teasc the aninmals (or the yobbos)

A furthcr worB about artwork. If any of you can usc any of ny
stuff, I have gquite a bit layinsg around loose...BUT, it ncods electro-
stencilling..so if you're intercsted, hcller. hen again, if you would
like any doing dircct onto stencil, shoot the steneil along...but I would
appreceiate return postage...over the years I fust have spent a small fortune
that way, and if I can reduce that lcad a bit, then so much the better.

I alsc have guite a few scraper-board drawings...but I gather electro won't
handle these...however if you use a process that will....zholler again,
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ERG 31 is the brain-gf#rA child of Terry Jeeves, 30 Thonpson R
Shefficld S11. 8RB. All naterial is the work of the editor unlcss other-
wisc stated. (So blane me) Non-Onpans may get the next issue by sending
a LOC (preferably with a 4Q stamp), by way of trade for their own zines,
or by sending a copy of a U.3. prozine other than Analog, or by just

beinr sonebody I like. A few back issucs are available at 44 a copy to
cover postage...nanely No.s 30,29,28,22,21,18, and 15. Fron the US, you
can get 3 copies for any prozine other than Analoge. ERG 31 dJuly 1970
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Last week, I went on a course for Renedial Readin;; Teachers,

30 what ? says the voice at the Back....well it just so .happens that I may
have founds..nyn pERFECT (PERMANENT 7 p CONVENTION CENTRE : :
««4spin back your
lug 'cles and listen.

There were fifty of us on the cours: {The place holds 400) and

we had all the followingz facilities i-
Large lounge with several smaller exhibition rooms of £ it,
Smaller lounge with adjacent rooms.
Two large conwention halls Cone with TV) ond eachl kolding arcund 200.
One large exhibition hall with adjacent tea room, and its own bar.
Large dining hall; conservatcory with talle tennis table.
Use of entrance foyer and tables for registration, and sundry cther
smnaller exhibition rooms.
Jedroons are mostly singles, each with lurge wardrobe, snall locker and
reading light, Waghing is in o ceuntral camplex, though a few roous
have ‘wmshbasina.
FGOD was excellent. ton at 7-30 Breakfait (with freshly-cut grapefruit)
etc. at 8-15. Coffae at 11, Iunch at 1 Afternoon tea,scones, BB and
jag at 4, Supper (three ccurse neal; ai 7, und Yvening Refreshuents
at 9,

The cost of this was £6,.4,.5 for tires days, plus 1/6 for
parking at a tanner a day (bags of space) I don't know if any of this
was subgldised, but since T shail be getting payt of the amount repaid
by the Shefficld Zducation Conmittee, it cosuldr t have been subsidised
ruch, P

Its not just for Educalkien Boards, when we left, the Salvation
Army noved in, and previously, they had had the annual ‘do' of the
Licensed Victuallers Associatian, who brought their own bar...se the
place 1s used to beer, skittles and nolse. &5 for the latter, it is in
huge groundsy and the anayer lives in a hozee elascwhore in the park in
which It ia set, so he ian t worrisd I gutaer 1 checkod, and it is
open for borkings. g

SHAGS...access 15 not easy unless yol code hy car. Get there Ly train
to Chesterfield or Derby, then by bui, By cer, it is dead easy, being
two ninutes off the M.1. along the dual carriageway Alfreton by-pass.
s-+us e FBhd, since Swoanwick has only five shops, you nust stay and eat
at the Con House, there just ain't nowhere zlse, Since it is a serve
yourself (no waiter) system, whoever gets landed at the cnd of the table
servep btho reat. Time is rather tighe, as if you cone thirty minutes
late, the food has all gone.

»+s.the place is in such sreat demand. thi- you have to baock well in
advancge...twe years probably wouldn't be soc early for an Zastercon.
««..Hake your own beds and keep your »oom Tidy

At the price for what we got, it is siwply fantastic, and I've attended
ny share of cons in the vast, I can unhesitatingiy say that this one
woulé be the tops. Please pass the gen 2long tq next years. (and the
oite after con comnittee) if you know thenm (I missed this yearlIs con,
so have nc clue. Address is THE TAYES CORVENTIUY CIENITRE
Swarnaick
ERBYSHIRE
me to see you there.
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&:‘GP 9 {( or, HOW I WON TEE WAR )

- Salbani was a tiny village boasting at least
a dozcn nud huts. Jwo (r three nmiles from
A éE?éE?l;’EE?fEE this teeming (!) necropolis was our squadron.

356 and 355 Bomber squadrons consisted of a
sprawl of alobe thatch huts and an airstrip
studded around the cerimeter track with
concrete pens for aircraft dispersal and
laintenance. Transport to and from the
- c_l_-r'at' z workshops and runways was in a 3-ton Bedford
lorry. Since we had to make this trip
several tinmes day, plus nurercus scrties
around the Liberators, it seend a good idea
for me to learn to drive the 3-tonner. My scrgeant was anenable to
give me the instruction, the Signals Officer gave his O.K, and so I
duly learned the techniques of double-de-cluthhing required to shift
the lorry around. The lessons took place on the perimeter strip
flanked by scrub jungle, and I would Jduly tiickle the Bedford in and
out of enpty dispersal bays at a reckless fiftcen miles an hour
evening after evening provided there were no ops on. One night the
Sergeant got a bit bored so pointed to to a clearing in the scrub and
said, '"Drive down there'. I duly did, and found uyself bunping along
over trec roots, termite hills and frantically trying to see¢ where the
next Bedford sized space was coming from. By superlative navigation
coupled with pure blind luck, we eventually lurched through a drainage
diteh and energed back on to the taxi strip.

Lessons continued until I eventually went 'solo' in the Bedford.
A proud moment ! To celebrate, I drove the airmen round the flight
line-up, dropping them off c¢ith their radio gear at each kite. The
Bedford seeiied g bit slugjlsh but I put that down to the load of
rnen and nachinery. It wasn't until I got back to the W/x section
that I found I'd driven all the way with the hand-brake on....at least
I had been ready to nake an energency stop.

The run back to the billets was usually handled by a gigantic

Anzl - “ndian called Bigg-Withers (No kidling) and he delighted in
seeing Just how fast hoe could chicane th. truck between two huge
concrete blocks diagonallcd acroes the road with the ain of slowing
down the boisterous drivers. Biggy's anbition was to nanage the
manceuvre I nph faster each tinme he tried it...he had the gane up
to 40 nph before he removed a wing on once of the blocks. Exit Biggy™s
llcence

#********#***#tk**ttx*#tt*'!*‘9"
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Another unforgettable iter from Salbani life, was the camp cinema

which was about 20 yards from our basha: The sole interval nusic was the

record, 'BRAZIL', and the operator so loved this piece that he would play

it over and over again until around 2a.f.

It was around this time that a grateful Government, ever~thoughtful
of our boys overseas, instituted a free issue of soue weird cigarettes
called, I think, V's., Sort of boost the nen's morale you know., In actmnal
fact, they were so horrivle (and mildewed) that nobody ever snoked ‘'em,
Instead, we used to give them to the bearers as an added perk (two or three
bearers did oc¢ ' jobs for around forty airmen, and got a rupee a week from
each airman). This had becn going on for some time before I hapwnened to
notice that the bearer was smoking an Indian mddc ‘reefer'. I asked hinm
why he wasn't snoking V's, and found out that he thought them rubbish too,
so he sold them to the coelies in Salbani. Praise be to a kind Government,

Another great morale booster (in a downwards direction) was the
'home leave' scheme introduced around 1944. Why this scheme was so loved,
was because the airman's standard Indian tour was four years, and we were
repeatedly told that this could not be reduced because of lack of transport
to get airmen home earlier. Imagine how this ‘explanation' fitted in
with a scheme which could carry acn back to England for leave...back to
India for the rest of tl.a'x tour, and finally back to England again once
their tour was over, Tramsport space ny fooct. The final blow came when
it was announ:.ed that only men with lless than twd years overseas were
eligible. Poor clots such as me, then in their third year oversecas had
to face doing the full term, while others on the squadron, in India only
18 months were flown back home for & spot of leave. Big deall

On the trighter side, was the table Pat O'Hanlon and I made from
a latrine door, and o charpoy sawn in half for the legs. To cever the
bare we ~ we b.ught a length of rag froa the durzi (tailor) and nailed
it on tue top. To settle disputes as te who was hogging the table, we
painted a line Qown the middle of the cloth...anything that strayced across
to eneny territory becume the property of the other,

The most Hecath-Robinson gadget was ny charpoy. Having made a radio
from liverated olls and cnds...incluling a battery cf 6 volt indicator
bulbs as a voltage Aropper..tous making a set which 1it up like Blackpool
illuninations, it seeied & giod ildez to run an
extension socket for healphones an? scre @ it
on to the cdge of the be? to permit late night
listening in bed. Tho next obviocus step was
to run the radio's Cn/Off switch to the bed as
well, The final refinement was to hang a 75 watt
bulb over the charpoi, and screw tihe switch for
that onto the bed tuo. Very civilise? to lay in
bed reaing and liste. ing to the ralio..then flick
the whole lot off, turn o¥. an! go toc sleep.
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Of course, normal (?) service life ran its merry way...such as
the day the Signals Officer sent for me and said that he “nderstood
that I was keen to get in the odd bit of flying whenever the chance
came up. I pleagel guilty, so he went on to add that he had arranged
‘for me to go up in a Lib being air-tested that day. I duly collected
'chute, harness and 'Mae West', then todlled round to dispersal where
the C.o, was briefing the crew. It turne:. out that he was going to
take up a Harvard and atta :us, while the Lib pilot would heave his
B-24 aroun? the sky in evasive action and the crew poope’ away at the
Harvard with camera guns. We took off and renlezvoused over Salbani,
where the C.0. procccded to make like a fighter piiot as our B-24
heaved angg itched all ovee the sky. It was a fascinating flight, and
up on the Mipght deck, I kept ny nose glued to the tiny window for the
whole of the performance..... It wasn't urntil we landed and the Singals
Officer asked me how cverything worked, that I realised I had been
supposel to air-test the radio gear, Oh well, he should havec said.

On another bright sunny decy, a Lit caught fire on the bonb
line just before anm op. Tae other aircrzft were hastily taxied away
from the danger arca as 5 cannon sholls whined off in all directions,
and airmen Qid the same., Finally, the borbs an?l petrol tanks let go
all at once and we hal a locely view of what a mini A-bomb would look
like a year later when the first one droppe? on Japan. As for the crew
chief who enterel and taxied away the adjscent Lib...he got praised by
the CoeQees..andd the C.0., got a 'gong' for bravery cr sumnat.

Then there was the time we worked right through the lday and into
the wee small hours trying to get a recal:itrant ralic-compass to stop
giving a bearing 180° ocut of true. Aftor changing the loop, and the
conpass it eventually boil¢d down to 2 new Corpcral who had managed to
bend the pins on the loop socket around so that the plug could be
inserted the wrong way round. - Arother lovely fault was the inter-
com system that went u/s cvery time the kite flew...and was OK on a
ground test. Eventually, it went u/s and staycd that way. so we 2t to
work to isolate the fault, It proved to De & tiny drilling of Aluminiun
about half an inch lnag, which hal dropped across a terminal strip...
it kept jigsgling up and down in flight and sherting out the whele inter-
con systen.

There were dozens of such incidents at Salbani..including the
new Signals Officer who was a Dead Keen Typo, and who would frequently
drive down to the airmens billets late at night t.. drag use out to the
aircraft to play arcun' with the gear. This got te such 2 :stage that
at the first sight of hea’lights outside the hut, we would dash off
into the jugple clad only in 2 towel (standard off Aduty wear in the
hot nights) until his jeep head.? off eclscwhere to¢ find scme other
nuge.

However, there were conpersations,..such as leave ...but that
comes later...so stay tuned for Part Eight,...:Leave in Naini Tal.

(TO BE CONTINUED.....) (BROWN FOR TAFF)
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PARTS "em’*g Jeeves

Pre-war science fiction was not confined solely to the
pulp magazines, Films and comics also contributed their tiny gquocta,
and fragmentary memories of these linger on. I missed out on some

of the earlier greats such as, 'Girl in The Moon' and 'Metropdlis!?,
- dlthough I did manage to catch the latter at a convention.

Probably the earliest s-f film I saw featured the great
escapologist, Harry Houdini. He was ranged against the forces of sone
underworid gang which had somehow got control of a large metal robot.
This epic ran as a serial (of about 297 episodes it seemed) at the
Saturday afterncon children's matinee...{(Do they still have 'em these
days ?) After dinner, I would collect uy 338 to admit me to the elite

‘audience in the balcony...the 'nice’ children. However, ny usual

technique was to splurge 2d on sweets, and use the renaining 14 to
get me into the downstairs 'pit' among the riff-raff. From this
vantage point, I watched enthralled the numerous tussles between Houdini
and the baddies. Xach episode usually culiminated with the redoubtable
Harry being chained, tied, immersed, buried, or generally rendered
hors-de-combat in some way designed to make hin sligntly dead by the
following week. (Ille must have been a bit of a nit to get caught out
so often) —~. The following Saturday would see mne eagerly waiting
/ to sée Harry male another fabulous escape, and each

week, the tin robot would waddle slowly across the
Screen, rather like a badly arthritic man wearing w

a tin suit (Probably it was just that). J’E;;

“_*__.-~_‘W% The wobbling wonder was always appronahinﬁégflf-
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to 'do' sonlcone, but in the event, the necarest 1t came was to lay one
claw on its victims shoulder as the magic words flashed on the screen
'To be continued next weck'....and next week, the victim always shot
off sharpishk like a scalged cat. Still, it was a real robot, gnd what
more could a ten year old agk for ?

If one robot was good, then picture the offect on my gentle
nind of scads of the thines (Cbviously, I never recovered). Throw in a
buried city, futuristic buildings and costumes and you might thing it
would be Paracdise, True cerough, but ceven Eden had its serpent...so did
'VPHAUTOM EMPIRE'...in the shape of 2 singing cowboy { Gene Autry, whe
managed to burst inte seong at least once in every episode. & baby-
faced 'cowboy' (snigzer) nore at rome with puitar than gun, and who
never, NEVER got involved in fisticuffs. The complebe antithesis of
ny previous herocs, Tosi Mix, Hoot Gibson, Len Maynard etc. This
sarticular film was aimcd at threc tarsets...The music (ecch !) lovers,
the cowhoy buffs, and the s-f fans, all of which nade fupy a rather
coutplicated plot. It wont something like this... Autry ran a dude
ranch (so he could sin . to his muests every nisht (}(Foor sods}),but
buricd sciiewhere beneath his property was a futuristic city..T Torget
how it got there, probahly hid

=

hiding from Zutry..The inhavitants of this
city wanted to drive Autry off the ranch (so did I), and to do this,
nasked, caped and helmeted riders would regzularly ride roughshod over
his ranch to do some dirty deed, Eaving done their dirty deed, they
vanished down their bolt hole...z2 ainged wall in z dead-end canyon,
rather Yike Aladdin's cave...a steck shot which was uscd at least cnce
each week. Otherwise, the stcck ingredicnts of each episade were i=

1. Autry escaped fromn the veril threatening him fron last week.

2. He sang a song

3, The nasked rider tore around, did their nas*iness and vanished

down the plug hole.
4, Autry pursuecd them ané cecnded up in troutle hegain, - -usually
knoclzcd out on a conveyor belt about to be spot-

. welded by a robot .
My objections to itals serial wery uary..
I couldn't stick Auzry, and fclt cheated when
aguneyd the spoi-welding trestnent. I hated
his singing, and also dude rancings (ne fistfights
or zun fights) I alao got dered with the vast anount
=5 ; of Line devoted to cowboy fiddlings, and the mininuw
; ariount of footage given to the ity and the robots,
Worst of all was the way futry escaped each week, Tt
s suuned up in the old joktses'after our hero had
scaped from the pit of nan~eating fishcakes' EBach

week would see Autry vanisihing head first into the
— fiery naw of 2 robet welder...and the next episode
started with hia regaining his scnses befere
getting anywhere near the place of execution.

i
o

£l This pot a bit todious when in weuk x ke fell
K over 2 ciiff, and in week x + 1 monaged tc stay

T ‘ safcly on the cdge.
| - A nost unsatisfactory arrangement,
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Then $aere was Mlash Gordon....sooenow I never tool to

aim either. Partly beciuse all the aliens were just dressed up human
beings with strong American accents. Then agzain, Flash's acting ability
ag portrayed by Buster Crabbe was only underceded by his girl fiiend
Dalec, although she had nice legs and a iore interesting shape than Flesh
by way of recompense. The rocketplane shots were good..if you lilzed
inertialess rockets. The nodels would nmake nice approaches (spraying
spariis like a Brock's benefit) but jerlk tc a halt or spun round on

their own axes. The abrupt nanocuvres would have mashed anyone not
cquipped with a Jergenholm. However the girls were the cat's whiskers,
and I nust admit to a sneaking sympathy for the Emperor Ming and his
designs on Dale for whom he planncd a fate worse than death...at least
1e had the right idea. Good old fuddy-duddy Flask, true to the norals
of his day, never ever kissed Dale. 3Sc¢x never rearsd its smashing head.

'P.1 (or to give it its full name, Floatinz Platform
Huutber Ome) featured Conrad Veidt. It concerned e uge netul raft
anchored in nid atlantic as a staginzg post to: allew airliners to make
& rofueliing stop. This idea was often bruitcd about in ‘the Yopular
Science nagazines of the day as a solution to the short-range aircrarft
then ir use. ‘nother film ’'scoluticn' to crecssing the herring pond
was 'The Tunnel' starring Richard Dix as the rock-faced engineer who
was drilling a tuncel heneath the Atlantic ocean..with all the dangers
inherent in the job. Scenes featuring the tunnel entrance were filmed
in Liverpcol at the Merscy tunnel. Mere on the fantasy side, was
'Death Taiies a Holiday' wherein the old man with a scythe goes ou a
spot of leave..and during his abscnce tlhe fHost disastrous accidents
produce no fatalitics...including one man taking a swan dive off the
Ziftel tower.

Perhaps the best filn of that era hewever, was Korda's
nagnificent, 'Things T¢ Come!'. Denutedly based on the Wells' buok
' and in actual fact kaving no disceraible connection
this started off with World War 2 {then three or
four years in the future) and montages showed the
war dragging on for around 100 years...ravenber
the soldicer disintegrating ou the barbed wire ?
The 'wandering sicliness ravaged thce land
and a barbarian civilisation ruled by the
'Zoss!' strugpgled along, This post-war
%S barbarism becane a stercotyne for future

post A-borb slorics., In the film a scicentific
socicty called, 'Jings Over The World' rose

N 9 - o
from nowhere and took over., e rust ignore
20w such a socicty could remein completely

apart froii a war decimated world, and at the
sarie tine, donstruct a flecet of super-bombers
7T Swyv]/ eacli about three tines the size of & h,

i ' IV(; From here on in, we cnter a world of
futuristic nachires, cxcavating machines, prefabricated houscs, giant
TV screens, niniature wrist TV sets and of coursc the space-gun. This
supplied the climax when the first travellers are shot to the neon to
the accompabinent of a stirring speech by Raynond Massey and the
Marvellous Music of Bliss. Beside this, Autry and Flash Gordon looked
Yike sweepings from the cuttin  -oont floor.



11
Thén of course, there was the horror film as perfectud
by Messrs Karlioff and Lugosi. Films which were =nhanced by the black
and whitc fil=w then used. The nedern Technicolour re-hashed affairs
produced by Hamricr and suchlike compenies just nake ne laughe The oldies
had atmosphere and credibility “rom ihe word 'Go! The nedern versions
arc beautifully stagscd and photographed...and flops.

e covld forges Karieoff's fMusng! coiting slowly to 1life
behind the Egyp:alopist busiiy decyphering the incantation for reviving
the dead ? Yhe ecu2id fail o G2l %o the sight of Frankenstcin's
nonster ewerzing from the wary ve.l of the pit 2 T cven felt great
sympathy for the pocon careiaker (janitor) played: by Boris in the epic
'The Walking Dead® ilic groates® criuvizphs wore of course in the 'Frank
enstein series, wiich causud Sh: ronster te become 'Frankenstein' in the
public nind. The sssential ingredionts of all these was a deserted
castle, prelerably on ~» ai 1l =ad ~aanbrted by whoever was pgoing th carry
out the latest bit of wizardry i} +avolved waiting for a torrential
rainstorin with attendant St lightning (the Iatter supnlied the
eleetricity). s soon es “he o nd loidpe washed out and the ‘phone

3
lines cane dowia, the cxperiyoat 933 hagin. Oudin coils rubbed shoulders
with fimshurst mencrateors as -oris: flashed all over the place. The
nonster got his battery rechavseoe o' L ovely nayhen would follow until
the finale when the nasty thiaz ¢ol its coneuppance once nore. 1 laved
the films, but never scemed to slecep well after seving them,..maybe it

was the fault of the stuffy air bLenoath the bedelothes,

(e’

Lugosi was less of an acter than Karloff, he depended more
on a deadpan visaze and weird aakeup for his effects, coupled with a
hanuy gesture with his cape. T couldn’t help feecling that whereas Karloff
¢ntered into ard locane the cheracter, Lugosi was little more than a

conpetent ham. Jhether or net this is true, the faet romains that these
filitis marked the zenith of the CGothic horrior film.

Less nemorable poerhaps, but equally gripping, was Licnel
Atwill's perfornance in the 'Hystery of the Wax Museuri'....which .
contai nad sone of the most realistic wax-works ever seen...which wasn't
surprising in viow of the fact that Atwill's artistry cane fron the
siaple nethol of nurdering poovie then wax-coating their bodies.
Predictably, hc cnded up in 2 vat of boiling waX....ickemian would have
said it prohahlv oede hin wax wroadi,

Fhen there was the 'Ianvisible Han'! with some excellent
trick photograephy. Just how did taey {ilr tk- foolprinls appearing in

the snow ? Houw did he unwond b ircm an invisible head, Znoke ?
Drink ? T never did find ~.ot. “ve T fthorcughly enjoyed the filn. I
alsa enjoye? faw? -2 w2 NN Tty bupeless Love Tor Fay Wray
which led to his cventual rs-~"7u: sunnine and fall from the Hupire
State DBuilding. The foliuw-up. “Son of Kong, was a mere pot-boiler,

It seeins surpr .simy Teally, that an age which supnorted
several s-f nagzs, horror mazs., 2 il on bVoth themes could have
lo-ked upon spf and actronautic. = “Yuth being sonething not quite
propers... 'I like s-f, but 1 woulan-¢ let ny daughter marry onc'...
anyonc who adaitéed to liking tTuc stuif was regardced as slightly
puEaled. Tt was 2 proud and lonc.y thing to be a fan.

T.J.

ARGWN SUR BLFF



—SEGCENT
SEADING

Deing a sort of ranhling
review of souie of the

things I have read in the
last few weeks,

WORLDS OF THE IMPERIUM Keith Laumer, Ace M-165

The hero is kidnapped inteo an alternate tine-traclk in order to pose as
(and %i1l) a dictator who is his double. Bags of thud and blundering
action by cardboard characters in inprobable situations, otherwise gquite
entertaining. Recomvended for insorniacs.

EDGT OF TII° , David Grinnell Ace M-162

" scientist creétes a sub miniature universe ts Spy on its secrcts. The
mini-crcatures expand into the macro-mniversc fn spaceships (how ?) and
Still cxpanding, vanieh into the night (where ?) above the laboratory.,
Canmpbell, Sturgeon, and JrF have 21l cdone this plot betier. This ro-hash
is just that... a hash up. Give it to an encily..if you have no encumics,
then give it to sonmebody, and you soon will have.

IHT THIRD BYE, Theodere Cogswell, Belmont 350-840

Belnont usunlly scare me off with pot-beilers. This collection of 15
stories is different, There's nbthing really great here, but I enjrve’
nearly all these prozine-culled yarns, Buy it if yeu don't sub to all
the zines.

DIIVING H.d.S.C, 12/6 The ministry of Transport Driving manual. It

tells you just about everytaing you necd tc know, whether you arc a
beginner or expert, I bet yeu don't know it all. Tt is probably toa
heavy and dctniled for a learner to assimilate at one shot, but for
reference, or brushing up yeur 'experienced knowhow! it is a nust for
every driver and road user.

» .

AZAICAN COMBAT PLAJES Ray Wagner, MacDonuld & Co. 450 pages...I ot this

at the library and don't know the price. Tdcal for airerafi buffs, its
hefty bulk gives details of eveBy conbat pline in the USAT ..and sone
L never heard of, such as the super-prwercd B-29 which.could hit 392 nph.
it also scttles the 'flyin<t wing' no, thing we queried a while back. It
was the YB 48 (fornerly the ¥B 35).

I8 MOON IS A HARSH MISTRESS Heinl.in. Zuna is populated by a convict

cvolved society (as Australia) and they want frecdom. I feund this
rather teo wordy & slow in parts, Well detailed, but not one of
Heinlein's best. COnce nguin (As in Mtranger!) he cversinplfics his
Utopian sceicty...people secen to gevern themsclves Ly corsion sense and
unwritten laws in an extensuon of the six-pun prineiple of the Wild
West. Heinlein doesn't tell us what happens when the bip baddie pushes



the little geodie arsund ..the general theory seens to be that the bvaddies
kil: cach othsr off, an? the little geedies don't deserve to survive any
how, sc only the good bigp tough pslite guys survive...Hosi. But I liked
vic intelligent computer which deadcd the underground novenent..otherwise
I was dored,
HASIC DOCEZIMDING, A.W.Lewis, Dlandford Press.
An excellent beck cramned with facts, details and explanations of
how tc do it. Excellent. clear line drawings and lucid descriptions
enabling you to get down to it with a niniaun of fuss. Make your swn
phote albuns, scrap books, ragazine anthologies. Since reading thia,
I sestt to be spending all ny spare tine naling bocks or bidning up

: P
Stux

* in%: hardecovers, Kizbhly reccinwended,
FRONTIZRE OF SPACE Beno & Gatland, Blandford Press, 21/-

This is the follew up veluwi. te this publishers carlier (and excelient)
volun., 'Manned Spacceraft. Thi=s enc is equally well illustrated in
colour, arnd desgribes the foiura projects in considerabvle detail.

Well sworth having on ite own =i if you have the other beok, then

this is a nust ! Oh yes, tor the Pollyannas, it alss oxplains how
we're benefitting forn spacc rescarch.

DISTIGE TN MOTICN  Halas an? Harwell 75/~(ouch) Oa the design quality of
aninated cartoons, Chock full of frane enlargencnts,
celour pics, cartonon sequences and the like, with very little text., It
is a fantastic source of insviration if you aspire (as I do) to naking
better cartoons...but it is NCT a D,I.Y book, but an arty display.

THAT NOTHIVG FAILED THEM dr Conodore ilan “heeler. Foulis
Test pilct's account of trying out war-tine fighters and bonbers.
sodd reading, but not as interesting as Bridzeman's 'X-15' or Twiss on

flying the Fairey Delta 11 to nane but a couple.,.and expensive at 35/-

JTATACLE 1 “lhe Weapon From Boyond' Ldnond Hemilton. Ace G-639 50¢
The old naster has comc up with 2 new character designed to

ve the first of a series of space--operas based on the adventures of

liorzan Chanz, sort of superwman pizate. This one is fron 1967, but is

new to ne..there may now be others. Hollicking good adventure, a cut

above the uswal without being intellectual', Chance is a cast cut

Starwolf! or pirate fleeing from his brethren. Reared on a high-G

planet he has strength and spced. Cau ht up with nercenaries, he has

nunercus adventures, culminatiny in o bhrief cicoumtsr with ulira powerful

aliens. Nothing reczlly new here, but I thoroughly enjoyed it.

CINE NOTE, SIZNING nn advert for & now, low prize colour film, I tried
iy out. Called, Dynachrome, it costs 5/ a standaré 8 recl of ,25ft

1

double-run filn. The processing co.%s 10/. The whole shebang; cones to
half the price of Kedak or A;. . .I used it under very bad conditions
and I'm sold on it...top marks. ircidentalliy, they only sell Type TA!?

%0 A.85.A, Dbut I use it all the tioc with a filter, Frofl ie
Dynachrome Laborateories, St. MNargurcts Place, Glasgow Celes..and the
Processing is fast...arcund four days,

BRCYH TOR TAFF +++ VOTE FOR EROWN +++Don't say Hovis, Say 'BRCWI'
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To begin with 1t is best 1f we
dofine a hippic. A hilpple is an organism of humanoid origin
jevoted, in onc way or another to changing the onvironmont in
which it oxists for tho boetter~-it 1s hoped. Contrary to tho
genorally held beliof, there aro two types of hiopic , not
ono. These two strains arc hipovic paresitus (or publicus as
jomo pcople incorrcctly but approprintcly doseribe 1t) tho
aippic strain that makaes the headlincs., Tho socond strain 1s
hippic symbioticus (or socrotus =28 some pcoplc incorrcctly
oat appropriately doscribe it) this strain is so scldom
notlicod or hoard of that I folt 1% wes nccessary to write this
erticle to aequeint ovoryonag in despeir that thoro cxists
a guict, but veory offcetive counter to hippic parasitus,

Boforo sterting to praisc tho
hipple s, strain let mc generallssc for just a paragroph on the
hippic p. strain This strain is rcgarded as a nuisancce. The
bulk of it is found whorovor dirt and vormin thrive and it
s o proponsiby for adding to thils. It can zlso get out of
hand now and then and have to be viclently supproasdd-CS gas
and wator cannon arco specific to z dogroo, but the best curc,
public fraggings at the cart'ls tail through thrcee parishes has
unfortunately been donc away'with by the misguided cfforts of
the most dangerous strain of hippic p., such as is wexemplified
by h.p. Wilsonii. This virulent mcenace wes allowed to got out
of hand in 1964, a chancc %o oxtirpate it in 1966 was lost,and
unlcss something is done this ycar or next by a public campalgn—-
onc shuddors to think of the conscguonces,

Turning howcver to the subjeet of
this article, thoe prailsc of hipric s, The primo importance of
shis strain is that it is onormously enorgotic, ond a 1little
gocs a long way. It is seldom rccognisocd, profoerring to do its
good by stealth, and good 1t doca. Rathor than doscribe it in
Actail, it may best be brought to notice by a sbudy of three
typos. Thoro arce others but they are minor in coffcet.

I shall deal first with a fairly
well~known strain of hippic s.,ramely h.s. Enoepowcllii. This
variant 1ischaracteriscd primarily by tho bolicf that tho land
which 1t has chosoen as its torritory and made suitable for its



gquict onjoiment, should not te
handed over lock stock and barrcl

to outsiders who have contributod
nothing to 1t, and who come armecd
ornly with vast hunger and a
rmltitude of offspring. i.s. dZnoc-~
-powelliii is however of o gentle
disposition. It belioves that firsg
of 011, unwelcome interlopers must
be persuadced that tdicy arce not
wantod, and additionally should havo
generous travelling cxponscs pald.
Only if persuasion of thesa types
fails would h,s. Enocpowellil rcsort
to the "shove-off-chum-you-aren ft-
~wanted" means of romoval. This
strain of hinpic s, is notable for
its lack of tho rormal rcticencc shown by othor strains. It
takes any chance ir a gathering in which it happens to bo to
cxpress its opinions on whatever subjoet it may find intorosting,
and having a brillisnt intclligcncc aond @ troachant turn of
phrasc it is always listonod bto and ror do its words 211 upon
shallow ground. Some clalm thet it nay ultimately oust h.s.
Heathil from pro-ominonco, but obsvrvars generally discount this
possibility.

We ahall now conslder a straln

of Wippio symbloticus which bears cortain similarities to s,
Enocpowollii but which has some quitc uniquo diffcrcencos. This
is hes. Tansmithii. This variant also helilevas in tho preserving
of the territory it has occupicd by hard labour, but it sccs
no rcason whky an elicr strain(h.p. niggorlaborii)should not beo
21)owed ir btc do tho graft in roturn for cortain priviloeges.
Scmewhat unfortunataly for h.p. niggorlaborii thero was a sors
of contcst of strongth bstwoon the dondinant strein and a wild
type of h,p. strain (h,p. loborlofbwingii) which rosultcd 1n
h.s. Iansmitlli boing cut off from its rormal supplics of
natriment, it thoreforc had to adapt to tho vroducts of 1ts

owr torritory wihilch proved satisfacbtory, and 1t got by with the
slp of its frionds (h;®. Vorstorii). The important thing to
note about h.s. Tansmithii 1s that 1t was turned by the wild
h,p. strain mentioncd above from o rather cocsoly area

attached straoin into o pubtter down of tightly holding ground
roots, and the last tonuous conncctions with the founding
strain(h.s. Anglooxplororii) were scoverced foroever.

Tha final strain T shall consider 1is,
unliko the othor two, not a territorial holder so much as &
territorial deferder. H.s. Madmuivchil ic an organism that
tkrivas upon the taking an subduing of territory hield by any
inimical strain, usually h.p. wogtoroxlstii. Hd.s. Ladmltehll
hes & peeuliar mothod of ontering cnemy torritory. 1t broaks
down initial rasistance by tho crission of sonie and supersonie



froguoncics producod by the oxpolling of air~sacs gascous contont
through speelal channels., Tho encmy so being domoralisecd tho
rganism 1s cgulpped with polinted projoectlions whlch whon insorted
into the rear of h.p. wogbororistil induces a merked willingnoss
in thke lattex to COmoporato in the pacification of the occuplced
torritory.

Thoesoe theon aro but throe of tho
strains of IIZppic Symbioficus which T have room to discuss, there
are othors that will doubtless spring to mind. But one mast
always be on the look-out for a hippic parasiticus trying to
pass itself off as a2 hivple symbictlicus. Ono such is h,p.
studontil. This particular nulsance haunts centros of lecarning,
end 1s only in evidence where thero i1s to boe troubla made. It
is curious that the h.s, strains In thes¢ contres do nothing to
eradicato this post, rorhaps thoy do, bubt It must bc borne in
mind that even a2n h.s. strain has its carly and immaturs days
before reasonable bohaviour sets in and h.p. studentiitakoes
advantage of this. Howover we nust , as I say bo discriminating
in recignising Hipple s. atraing, but whon wo do , we rust
sunport them In cvery way we can,

- g e . e -
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REMEMBER 'TRIODE',..Britain's tep fanzine ? Here's onc of the illos
which we never got around to printing.......a posthumous McIntyre
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This Saucer Suprorfs Clﬂmhc Brown for TAFF




17

o DAVIEWS = so...ooms

MOST INTERESTING ITEM..
-+ Tissuenenology in LGG

qf the 57 i mail‘)‘:y

CFr TRAILS rfirst off, let me moan about the thin mailinzg this tinte,
Out of 25 mewbers, only five kicked into the nailing, and out of the 92
pases, three people covered 75 of them. The irouble is nct the numbers
on the roster..BUT THI NULBZRS OF D.AD WOOD there. Cnce again, may I
cite a certaln member who has not had a thing in the mailin: since the
X7th nailing ! unless you count an article in another Cmpazine.,.but
this person's activity requiresient has becn left at around 17 pages
cwing for all that time ...around four years. How do you expect to
get a viable OMPA when deadwood like that clegs the lisg ? I have no
feud against that member..but #zainst the idea of carrying such people
o the mailing list and thus keoping cut..and discouragins by poor
nailings..other people who night have joined, I have cited this. case
twice before...nothiny was donc or even replied abouts..but I wonder
Low nany othcrs there are 7272 Incidentally, under the new rule, this
one has now been extended to 1971 ! The zines from this nenber were
asiens the best thiags in the mailings..very good indecd..but you can't
run OMPA on past glories...so how about it ? Let's prune non-actives
I propose a new rule...

‘any mewuber whe fails to have soniething in one mailing each calcendar
yoar shall be sxpelled!'.,.and another, “Any wmenber failin; to meet their
activity reguirement within four issues be expelled.”

Which leads mz to the latest propesals. Naturally, I'm
in favour of &1 duss and four issucs a year,.. anything less. and it
isn t worth playing. As for voting shall we disband OMPA..this O offer
is lindemocratic, and unfair., {probably unconstitutional as woll)
Suppose 13 nenbars vote to fold ¥pP...and 12 want to carry on. That
dcans the poor old 12 have to sec the Association folgd under thez,
surely if the 13 don't want it, tiaen all th:y need to do
is resizgn and make room for someone who will produce,

FOOLEARDY The individual cover illos were gocd,
~ but luaped tozether it just

didn't seyin right. Similariy, I
just didn t dig Sir Fodlhardy, I'nm
too much 8f a square. Sorry

arred,
S

so it rmust be mo

and of course that was
the only item in the
issue to comnent on,

—




© T QW THE TRAILS Egad, another «f these crazy mixed up (sizoways) issucs

Wo never had nixed issues in the Crinca by Ghad. He and
Horrocks would never have stoecd for it, not even in a FKAAFT gucue..and I've

stosd in soune in nmy time, I can toll you,.why if EGG asked ne tor I'd do
it at the drop of a NAAFT rockbun (if the fleoor would stand it.) Since

I correspond with you (thus nukinzg you a 70ocd man) I hope to seo you come
a-visiting fron Le.ds (bring some of that mooarock with you)(nint prefer
ably) Your rocn Ii-Fi wiring reninded me of ny gocd old RAF dayz (Sorry
EGG old thinz)..read Carry on Jesves for the reason why. Baclt to this
suthanasia..naturally, I would omect it to be limited to those in agony
but nentally capable of weirhing up the pros and cons before asking for it
It sounds nice and high minded to deny such pecnle Suthanasia...but would
the poeple who deny tiem this pence be preparcd to sudder with then 9

I had five years of it with asthna..nand only Val knows what that was likc.
I wouldn't have asked for cuthanasia,.but by zum, I was darjed near it
nany tines. Until you've suffercd hord and lon<, it deesn t dc to howl
too much against the idea...l'ns with you on this I think. Q¢ Wally's
article in VOT...hunans. NOT rnbnts snashing ot,Pauls..and the illo was

in b and w, nct colour...svut I have the original ilug, so why worry.

WHATSIT This was another good cever (nearly nadce it best of the mailing)
I asree with ycu over Barbar..when Sandy has it on, I always
thin¥ the same thing..it is faintly sruescrie...tbe faccless pupnet--like
huwtans and that ghastly elephant...ugh.: For that atowic rochlet, sce a
recent Analog...yes, I reckon we cculd run this country better than old
Aargld (which donesn't say nuch) GO0 WEST WITH LABOUR, ...Liked Jean's
picce..as for wed’ing day fiascos...I ushered the rest of the fauily
out of the housc and cff tc chnrch, then went back to don ny duds aad
found th. door had locked shut behind noe...ond not a key in sight. agadn,

the flowers failcd to arrive at Val's place, and had to be chased up...even

the tape recording cof the ceremony ‘wows' like stink....and of course if
vou nunbered your nages (hint) then <Jean's plece wouldn't jave been
scattervd arcund the 'zine, CIfPA,.how about us naking a new cono with

a dictatorial constitution...producc at least every other nailing.. .NOT
less than twn pages...ar OUT

TRG..zsual superb issue..but have you noticed that there is another zane

using a title similar to yours..al well, philately will goet you
wverywhere, and initation is the sincer st form of. I accert the
condinent in the spirit. And likce that

EGG (That title is a good onc..very seod, yes indecd) Thank ghu you
nurber pages. Have a good nark, Mys shect of toilet p:per was socn
asc@, and I an anxiously awaiting a furiher supply. The Tissucnienclogy
picce was the bestest thing in the pailing..very, very super. I scce you
also have an 'Doritorial'...ah flattery, sheer flattery. Why de ycu have
to chanme an old sines title thou-h ? Why should Checkpoint have to go
to nake room for EGG..I can understand this sort of thing when two faneds
split up..but what is the zain in starting off with a nuw title..can t©
vou just nutate the magazine into tho new line you have choscn withodt
shif ing the nances arcund 7 Swinefaver,.as with Foolhardy, = Jjust don't
go for this stuff I'm afraid. Yep, likce you, I'n apgainst OMPA disbanding
if nenbers are fed up, let them resign and we'll try to get sonc active
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ones nack in thedir places. T liked all the artwerk, and it was a darn
zocd issuc ..but my copy of the 30 page 20C1 rovicew was niszing. Shall
I couplain, or 4id it vanish into the linbe of the displaccd tine warp ?
MOTH.. ah yes, the ephemaral phanzine. (svo ceomvient to Ot On The Trails)

I offer to do a picc: if BIG asks..but if you asked, then not only
wiuld I toll you about HAAFT quemcs, but whky they had then, and why
lots of pcople joined uo volunbdhrily to get a uniform entitling them te
stand there. Ah, ne and Horrocks lad, those were our finest hours when
back tc back, shoulder to shoulder and cve %o eye we foupght to make
dnpland a land of freeden and fit fer heroes to raise the current
generation of protesters in ...znd ~f course where = caould rmake ny nodel
aercplances without all thosu nasty bonbs crapping on ny nut, That's
the troublc with people who den't want o ficht wars..somebody always
picks on 'sm, and by their cwn lZzhts they have to put up with it. Must
be a terible life..imaginc Pearl Harbeur without any hitting hack..
or Britian after accoptiny Litler antics...they are uncouth these
WarRong.rs..won't lot o body alone. Well, T like€ th issue..but when
using 3anda, why not ring in a few cocloured illos as well, its so casy
that way (though Judzing by the nivss 1 nud. of it last tine; no one
would think sc. Personally, I prefer scoarite reviews to Lhe dialogue
thing...but then I'n guecr Lher tall ne., hit it was a g0 d issuc.

PABLO (s) The little creatvres wron't hairy Scggics (advt.) but GLUGS
proncunced ALUGS. T lik.d the OLaf gurtocn cover..a bit core

care and I'd have rated it as bDestest. Maricet bBoeokstalls adint wnat thdy

used to be...shonls cf tatky 'Spori', Virestlina' and cheap prrno-stuff

and like that. whenever I pet in o aarkel I hunt up the bockstalls, but

nowadays the wonder has gonc from it...they only have rubbish.

That Russian honbre was also & VEry loct cover..out have you noticed

how many zines this tinc didn t put T.TLL, Number or anyother gen on

the fronte, makes it rather like & grub bag..and how many don't nuiber

thelr pages...the cowards. [lLuthanasia..sco comients tec OT OH THE TRAILS

4s for getting Oupa on its foct, well I canyaigh for pruning tiae dead

wood, and screwing up the activity requirnent,.this nailing (57) has

two or threv zines cevoted purely to coment...comnent on other zines

is good, but how lorn; can an AFA last if no naterial on which to coryient

is forthcoming 2

HOTH (Again),.Incidentally, Terry Jueves DIDN'T call you a liar..d
salde.guote. "D doubt vory uuch if you could remembor all thos wartine
details as you werc only five whea the war cnded. Personally, I can
recall dselated incidents ( of about t.H sacond duration) from the
ages of three or four...but nc

as fren later dates...sc ¥ stil

MedBIRS ALL....How about sitiine deown after roa in? this nailing and
nmaking a real effort to plan an? produce a burper issue for next nailineg.
Don't just tuss the one aside and ;ay to yourself,.l Must do soilcthing
sorietine, DON'T lonve it to othous..got crackinz.,.if each menboers

cante up with only six pages, thon we could expeck a 150 page 2ailing

at the very least...so HCM ABOUGT 1D 2299127

= g



% OnPA ACTIVITY LIST

Hembership List, (Off Trails 57)

Pa‘,’» LT x'_'liliu\‘,‘

Nase 46 | 47 1 48 1 49§50 | 51 | 52§53 | 541 55 ¢ 56 | 57 | 58 | 59
ishley M. S -~~~ I [} 10} 6
Bennett R, 12 | %7 B
Bishop G B 7] ML (R R !
Boak G N 12 &)
Burzess. s ) . _J_qu,___AZzi |- —
Charters G 91  L26lt iz TR B ==
ChesIin.K. 6% 17z hp o | 8 87 | 10
Gray R. 38 = ¥4 h | o Wi
Jeeves T. 16 1k L 16 {16 [20 § 15|22 (e
Iindsay E. 12 77, 5 » 1.
flercer B. 130 | 2] 33§ "8V 7Z1h6 W51 (25 [46 |23
iy vs E 13 |26 T
Pardoe D. =T “n 8 b 1.6 =
Fardoe K. - la=1__ 1L _— 112
Fiper D. | G = 32 023 |7
Jeed M. 20 1 w10 4R
JEBerts P S k| 8 gk 4 21
TORLE 1 2 ?l’,(.. —
Dietz - _.41{,_ LS
ney R. i b2 L lail15 419 -
fickoan L, s 4N _le6 [12 §45 R
Fetcalf N ok 7, W ; 6 1 1
Jatten F. TN T U T S22 12s [a1 8
StTudesaker U, 17 ! {25*
schwenn ;

;> = -’ l
6% kl-"ib A ross —He | 19de e oo

* Denotes credit for articles in CZ (Gray 9 pages, Studebaker 10)

:

in interestihsz breakdown, from which you can draw your own conci _sions,

- '

However, You might notice how sotie menbers have nanaged to linger on
without preoducing their activity requirencrt, And of coures there is
cne character whe appears repeatedly in the comment smection as, 'Ee
has promised faithfully to have somcthing in the next nailing so I let
hin stay on."

QVER TO YOU.




